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PRESS RELEASE






Press release no. 9/2010
EIMA International: record start. Focus on innovation on second day

Huge crowds arriving for the opening day yesterday of the EIMA International exhibition. According to data reported by the organizers, the number of visitors on day one exceeded the 2008 edition figure by 30%. Packed stands also on the second day confirmed the great interest in the event by farmers, contractors and businesspeople. 

More flexibility in deadlines and ways for implementing European regulations in the areas of protecting the environment and safety was the request launched to European authorities by Unacoma President Massimo Goldoni in his statement at the European Economic and Social Committee public hearing hosted by EIMA International 2010. “In a time of such difficulty for the agricultural mechanization sector, a sector for which drops of 35% were reported for 2009, a tightening of the deadlines for the application of European Union norms winds up as a further item of cost for the manufacturing industries required to step up their pace of technological innovation,” Goldoni explained. He went to affirm that an equally significant result on the front of safety and environmental sustainability could be achieved through the renewal of the Italian machinery inventory. On one side is insistence on developing manufacturing solutions for curbing polluting emissions and on the other, Goldoni reasoned, 80% of the tractors in use in Italy, some 1.5 million of them, still deploy technology dating from the early 1990s. 

A further contribution to an understanding of the mechanization sector was provided during the second day of EIMA International when the Agrievolution Working Group – the world agricultural mechanization summit sponsored by Unacoma and held biennially – looked into methods for compiling statistics not only on Europe but also on other international markets such as Russia, India, the United States and Brazil. 

The conference Presentation of the 4th Report by the Observatory on Innovation in Agricultural Enterprises, organized by Agri 2000 in cooperation with Unacoma, analyzed the most significant trends of modernization in farming enterprises for the purpose, speakers said, of providing the mechanization industries with a bridge for interpreting the needs of the primary sector. The sector is also in the avant-garde on the front of renewable energy sources with growing interest in biogas, said speakers at the meeting. 

Biogas: A Real Opportunity for Farmers was the title of the meeting sponsored by the Order of Academics in Agronomics and Forestry of Bologna in which the leading organizations in the bioenergy production chain took part, including CIA, Confagricoltura, Agroenergia, Aiel, CIB, Fiper, Itabia, Biostudi, Veneto Agricoltura, CRPA and, for the biomethane issue, Aper, for the presentation of the biogas-biomethane position paper. Representatives of the organization reported, “Recent estimates based on the availability of quantities of vegetable biomass from coproducts and agricultural byproducts and from about 200,000 hectares of dedicated crops show a  production potential of about 8.5 billion cubic meters of methane gas equivalent, equal to some 8% of natural gas now consumed in Italy.”

There was also room for multifunctionality in a conference organized by Promoverde, Cultura del Verde, Sistemi Editoriali and Unacoma on the theme Cultivate Places, Make Landscapes. Nearby Gardens and Urban Farming in the Era of Web 2.0. Create Network Toward Expo 2015. 

This is a sector which has spurred farming enterprises to take on not only natural resources and crop techniques but also safeguarding the environment, the management of parks, maintenance of the territory and the development of rural tourism. Speakers pointed out that these trends are stimulating agricultural machinery manufacturers to develop new types of machines and equipment which are more and more flexible and multi-use. 

There were also a host of corporate press conferences, those set up by the Leonessa Group – FAD Axles, Kuhn and Faresin, as well as one by Carraro to mark the company’s centennial in business. There were also the customary appointments for EIMA Energy seminars and the EIMA MiA and Finagri workshops. 
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